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Borde Hill reopens for a new season in February 2025
Welcoming garden enthusiasts and families for a vibrant year ahead

Borde Hill, the Grade II* listed Family Estate and English country garden in West Sussex, will reopen for

the 2025 season on 15 February. Members are invited to enjoy an exclusive first look at the Garden a day
earlier, on 14 February. Less than an hour from London, Borde Hill offers a host of exciting events in the
new year, welcoming both seasoned gardeners and visitors looking for a wonderful day spent in nature,
celebrating the beginning of another vibrant season of beauty and discovery.

As Borde Hill reopens in February, the Garden showcases early blooms like snowdrops, hellebores and
magnolias, inviting visitors to witness the start of a new season. By March, visitors will have the
opportunity to experience the uplifting colour of thousands of newly planted narcissus bulbs, along with
daffodils, primroses, and camellias. While in April, tulips and rhododendrons bring the Garden into full
spring bloom.

The Garden will be open 15™ February to 21st December 2025, between 10am - 5pm daily (3.30pm
from 1° November) bordehill.co.uk

ROSE PRUNING MASTERCLASS WITH PETER MILLS (Thursday 23 January, 10:30am - 1:30pm)

Learn from BBC radio presenter and RHS advisor Peter Mills as he shares his 35 years of cultivated
expertise on rose pruning in Jay Robin’s Rose Garden. Visitors will have a unique opportunity to hone and
perfect their gardening skills through Mills” enriching talk on the theory of growing various types of roses,



http://bordehill.co.uk/
http://bordehill.co.uk/
https://bordehill.co.uk/events/rose-pruning-masterclass/

followed by a hands-on pruning session in the picturesque Jay Robin’s Rose Garden. Visitors can then relax
in Ginkgo Coffee shop where they are welcome to a sandwich and a warming soup as included in the ticket
price. (Advanced booking essential. £55 including tea and biscuits on arrival, as well as a soup and
sandwich following the masterclass. £44 for members.)

WILBUR’S WILD WELLY WALK - KIDS TRAIL (Saturday 15 February - Sunday 23 March, 10am-5pm)
This winter, younger visitors can enjoy Wilbur’s Wild Welly Walk, an interactive kids trail adventure for all

ages in the Garden. Children can hunt for hidden wellies and animal characters while also trying out simple
yoga poses, allowing them to engage all parts of the body. Early blooms like snowdrops and hellebores
equally decorate the trail and the opportunity for picnics and dog-walks make this walk the perfect family-
friendly day out. (£4 per trail. Free for Members. Appropriate clothing for winter weather is advised.)

NARCISSUS AND DAFFODILS IN BLOOM (Saturday 15 February - Monday 31 March)

Visitors can experience a vibrant display of over 1,000 newly planted narcissus bulbs in terracotta pots,
thoughtfully arranged throughout the Victorian Glasshouse. A stroll along North Park Walk reveals 3,000
cheerful Narcissus 'February Gold' bulbs in full bloom, then followed by the breathtaking sight of 2,000
late-flowering daffodils found behind the Bride Shelter.

EXHIBITION: THE SUSSEX ARTISTS - ‘THE ART OF SPRING’ (Saturday 15 February - Monday 31 March,
10am-5pm)

Visitors can celebrate the arrival of spring with an exhibition of paintings inspired by the season’s beauty,
inside our Victorian Glasshouse. Six local artists showcase vibrant works capturing spring blooms like

narcissus, daffodils, and magnolias. The exhibition is paired with displays of over 1,000 potted narcissus
bulbs and 3,000 ‘February Gold’ daffodils along the North Park Walk. All artworks will be available for sale.
(Ticket included in Gardens admission. Free for Members. Exhibiting artists to be confirmed.)

MAGNOLIAS IN BLOOM (Mid March — Mid April, 10am-5pm)

Visitors have the chance to explore Borde Hill's magnificent magnolia collection through the self-guided
‘Magnolia Trail’, where wonders such as the 60-foot Magnolia Campbellii, the Magnolia Dawsoniana and
other ‘champion’ trees are showcased. From majestic specimens planted in the early 1900s to the recent
addition of Gardiner Grove, home to 50 American and Asiatic hybrids planted in 2018, this trail is perfect
for magnolia enthusiasts and garden lovers alike who can witness these remarkable trees in full bloom.
(Ticket included in Gardens admission. Free for Members.)

MACRAME PLANT HANGER WORKSHOP (Thursday 13 March, 10:30am-1pm)
Borde Hill welcomes visitors to unwind with a relaxing macramé plant hanger workshop, perfect for

beginners. Led by Paula from Cocoon&Me, participants can choose from a variety of recycled cotton yarns
in different colours to craft a bespoke plant hanger. Taking place in the Animal Room, this hands-on
session teaches three basic macramé knots and offers a wonderful opportunity for those with a green
thumb and an artistic interest to craft something unique. With all materials provided, plus refreshments
and garden entry included, it's an ideal way to spend a creative and therapeutic day at Borde Hill.
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(Advanced booking essential. £60 including refreshments upon arrival, materials and entry to the garden
following the workshop.)

KIDS TRAIL: BERTRAM BUNNY’S EASTER ADVENTURE (Saturday 29 March - Monday 21 April)

Easter at Borde Hill is full of fun and mischief, as Bertram Bunny has been causing chaos around the
Garden. He's upset the other bunnies by ruining Bella the Baker’s chocolate cake and splashing water all
over Allegra the Artist’s beautiful watercolour painting. We need your help to track down Bertram and
restore peace! Follow the daily story trail, crack the clues, and uncover Bertram’s secret password to
receive a delicious chocolate egg as a reward for your efforts. (£4.50 per trail, plus admission to include a
prize. Free for Members.)

EASTER WREATH MAKING WORKSHOP (Saturday 5 April)

Embrace the arrival of spring by crafting a moss-based Easter wreath during a two hour workshop, using
sustainably-sourced foliage, pussy willow, catkins, and fresh spring flowers gathered from the picturesque
Borde Hill Estate — perfect for adorning your front door, gifting to a loved one, or enhancing your Easter
table setting. (Advanced booking essential. £49 including refreshments upon arrival, materials and entry
to the garden following the workshop.)

‘SPRING BULBS’ - BOTANICAL ART CLASS WITH PENNY SANDERSON (Thursday 24 April, 2pm-4pm)

Visitors can enjoy a peaceful two-hour watercolour workshop led by botanical artist Penny Sanderson (Dip
SBA), offering the opportunity to paint spring flowers inspired by the beautiful Borde Hill Garden.
Throughout the session, participants will learn key watercolour techniques, with a focus on painting a
tulip, guided by Penny’s expertise. Held in the Garden Marquee, the workshop includes access to the

Garden and a delightful cream tea. Suitable for both beginners and experienced artists alike, the workshop
provides a relaxing and creative experience for all. (Advanced booking essential. £45 per person, including
Garden admission and a cream tea. Places are limited.)

DAWN CHORUS WALK (Friday 25 April, 5:30am-7:30am)

Visitors are invited to join Sussex naturalist Michael Blencowe as he guides an early-morning walk through
Borde Hill’s heritage-listed South Park. Visitors can have the unique opportunity to immerse themselves
in the enchanting sounds of the Dawn Chorus, with Blackbirds, Song Thrushes, Robins, Wrens, and more
filling the morning air. Afterward, guests can enjoy tea, coffee, and croissants at the Gingko Coffee Shop,
where Michael will share insights and a short recap of the bird species observed on the walk. (Advanced
booking essential. £30 including refreshments after the walk. Please note that the walk will take place on
uneven terrain and is therefore not suitable for wheelchairs, pushchairs, or those with limited mobility.
Dogs are not permitted.)

SPECIALIST SPRING PLANT FAIR (Sunday 11 May, 10am-3pm)
The Plant Fairs Roadshow, a collective of specialist nurseries, returns to Borde Hill’s Azalea Ring with their
much-anticipated Specialist Spring Plant Fair. Visitors can behold an impressive array of locally grown and

rare plants from the South East of England, with additions from several RHS contributors. As the garden
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bursts into life with vibrant displays of rhododendrons, bluebells, tulips, and other Spring blossoms,
gardening experts will be on hand to offer advice and answer questions. (Advanced booking
recommended. Ticket included in Garden admission. Free for Members.)

NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME OPEN DAY (Tuesday 13 May, 10am-5pm)
Borde Hill’s flourishing and vivid horticultural array of azaleas, trees, rhododendrons and more has a
special opening in support of the National Gardens Scheme Charity. Visitors are invited to combine their

love of botany with their support for a worthy cause, enjoying the beauty of the gardens while
contributing through their attendance. (Ticket included in Garden admission. All net proceeds go towards
the NGS.)

Borde Hill Garden, Borde Hill Lane, Haywards Heath, West Sussex, RH16 1XP
Tel: 01444 450326, www.bordehill.co.uk
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BORDE HILL EVENT PROGRAMME 2025

23 January Rose Pruning Masterclass. Join Peter Mills, BBC broadcaster,
RHS advisor and gardening writer for a talk and practical
winter rose pruning workshop. *BE

14 February Borde Hill Members Open Day. A special day for our Members
before Borde Hill opens for the 2025 season.

15 February Borde Hill Opens to visitors. Shake off those winter blues, get
outdoors and explore the first signs of spring.

15 Feb - 23 March Kids Trail: Wilbur’s Wild Welly Walk. This winter, get outside,
splash through puddles and let your inner wild animal roar!
Spot the hidden wellies and animal characters hanging around
the Garden, practising yoga moves as you go! £4 per trail, plus
admission to include a prize (FREE to Members).



https://bordehill.co.uk/events/national-gardens-scheme-open-day/
http://www.bordehill.co.uk/
mailto:sophie@hunt-communications.com

15 Feb — Mid April

Self-Guided or Guided Group Camellia and Magnolia Walks

15 Feb — 31 March

Narcissus and Daffodils in Bloom.

Enjoy an uplifting display of over 1,000 new narcissus bulbs in
terracotta pots in and around the Victorian Glasshouse, or
stroll along North Park Walk with 3,000 cheerful Narcissus
'February Gold,' bulbs, followed by a breathtaking bloom of
2,000 late-flowering daffodils behind the Bride Shelter.

15 Feb — 31 March

‘The Art of Spring’ — Painting Exhibition. Step inside the
Victorian Glasshouse to celebrate spring with an uplifting
exhibition of paintings that capture the season’s beauty, timed
to coincide with our new displays of blooming narcissus.

13 March

Macramé Plant Hanger Workshop. Craft a stunning,
contemporary plant hanger using recycled cotton cord and
copper trim to take home. *BE

29 March — 21 April

Kids Trail: Bertram Bunny’s Easter Adventure. Hop along to
Borde Hill to join the adventures of Bertram Bunny. £4.50 per
trail, plus admission to include a prize (FREE to Members).

5 April

Easter Wreath Making Workshop. *BE

Embrace the arrival of spring by crafting a moss-based Easter
wreath — perfect for your front door, gifting to a loved one, or
enhancing your Easter table setting. *BE

24 April

‘Spring Bulbs’ — Botanical Art Class. Capture the beauty of
spring during a two-hour watercolour painting workshop. *BE

25 April

Dawn Chorus Walk. Experience the magical symphony of
birdsong on a sunrise walk with Sussex naturalist Michael
Blencowe in Borde Hill's beautiful South Park. *BE

27 April

Drive It Day - Jensen Owners Club. Celebrate Drive It Day by
admiring a diverse display of Jensen cars on the Azalea Ring.




11 May

Specialist Spring Plant Fair. A wide range of garden worthy
and unusual plants as part of the Plant Fairs Roadshow.

13 May

National Gardens Scheme Open Day

9-20June

Roses In Bloom. Join us to celebrate the beauty of Jay Robin’s
Rose Garden at its peak.

19 June

‘Summer Roses’ — Botanical Art Class. Celebrate the beauty
of roses during a two-hour watercolour painting workshop.
*BE

25 July

Open Air Opera: La Boheme. Britain’s leading outdoor
touring company presents La Boheme in the magical setting
of Borde Hill Garden. *BE

26 July

Open Air Opera: Madam Butterfly. With lavish costumes and
period sets, the production promises first-rate quality at
prices that are a fraction of Covent Garden. *BE

*BE - Booking essential.

The information is correct at the time of going to print and is subject to change at any time.

NOTES TO EDITOR:

Borde Hill is a 2,000-acre Estate in West Sussex which has been owned by the Stephenson Clarke family
for over 130 years. Jay Goddard (née Stephenson Clarke) is the first woman to take the reigns as Managing
Director of the Estate and is passionate about preserving the beauty of the Estate for future generations.
At the heart lies a Grade Il listed Elizabethan Mansion House set within a stunningly beautiful and
botanically rich landscaped Garden and traditional Parkland open to visitors annually from February to

December.

Listed by English Heritage as being of Grade II* historic importance and set in 383 acres of an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty on the High Weald, Borde Hill is of national botanical importance and features
one of the rarest collections of privately owned champion trees in the UK. The Garden is renowned for its
impressive collection of rare trees, shrubs, and plants, is the ‘mother’ home of many notable hybrid plants

including Camellia williamsii ‘Donation’ and Alstroemeria ‘Walter Fleming’.




Borde Hill was recently awarded a £2.25m grant by The National Lottery Heritage Fund to deliver the
proposals for its ‘Reinventing Borde Hill’ project. The project will enable Borde Hill to unlock 110 acres of
listed landscape, improving access to the site’s nationally important heritage, connecting local
communities with the restorative power of nature, and inspiring future generations through outdoor
learning. Key elements of the project include an all-year-round Eco Lodge, a pedestrian route to encourage
accessible and green travel, Dinosaur Wood for outdoor learning and play, and the Growers Community
Garden and Propagation Project. Borde Hill Garden Charity has £1m in partner funding to raise, and is
looking for like-minded foundations, companies and individuals to help make this generation-defining
project a reality.

To find out more about this hugely exciting project and show your support, please visit
https://bordehill.co.uk/about-us/reinventing-borde-hill/.

Spring 2025 will see the launch of The Cordia Collective, a new culinary venture from Green Michelin-
starred chef Chantelle Nicholson. Located within Borde Hill, the project will bring Chantelle’s regenerative
ethos into the English countryside for the first time. The Collective will continue to evolve, starting life as
a bakery and Garden Café, before developing into a glasshouse restaurant, café and wine bar and
workshop space in the former Stables in autumn 2025.
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